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Swastikas found on campus 
STSP M 
Photo courtesy of Michael Thomas/Getty Images News 
Acts of Anti-Semitism are on the rise across the nation and recently on campus at USD. This picture was taken on Feb. 
22 in University City, MO. in response to the vandalism of headstones of Jews. 
ELISABETH SMITH 
News Editor 
Last week, the University 
of San Diego community 
received an email alerting 
them about swastikas that 
were found in the Camino first 
floor bathroom and the Kroc 
Institute of Peace and Justice. 
The email, sent by 
Assistant Vice President and 
Dean of Students Donald 
Godwin, promoted unity in 
the USD community and 
condemned the behavior. 
"We do not condone 
this behavior," the email said. 
"It does not align with our 
mission and values, and it is 
a threat to the dignity of all. 
The swastika is a symbol of 
intolerance. An act against 
one of us in our community 
is an act against all of us." 
In a separate interview 




read stories on page 3 
expanded on the situation. 
"As of Friday, February 
24, I am aware of five similar 
acts of intolerance across 
the mesa," Godwin said. 
"The first was discovered 
on February 14 in KIPJ; 
the second was discovered 
in a first floor bathroom of 
active member of the local 
Jewish community. Cherry 
shared his experiences with 
anti-Semitic acts on campus. 
"Last semester, 
shortly after the [2016] 
election, someone moved 
their bowels in front of my 
office door," Cherry said. 
"Such a primitive, cowardly act would 
be outrageous at any university. At the 
University of San Diego, such behavior is 
blasphemous." 
-Michael Cherry 
Camino Hall; additional 
swastikas were discovered 
throughout the following week 
in Mother Rosalie Hill, Copley 
Library, and the Student 
Life Pavilion. All incidents 
occurred in male bathrooms." 
Rabbi Michael Cherry 





"Such a primitive, cowardly 
act would be outrageous 
at any university. At the 
University of San Diego, such 
behavior is blasphemous." 
The incident, which 
happened two days after the 
presidential election, was not 





he alerted the appropriate 
authorities but determined 
to monitor the situation and 
not tell the USD community. 
Cherry said that after 
learning about this most 
recent act of intolerance, 
some of the students in his 
Holocaust class expressed 
feelings of embarrassment, 
anger, and disbelief. 
"None expressed 
fear," Cherry said. "I am 
afraid too many of us are 
dangerously naive or 
dangerously indifferent." 
Junior Jared Sclar is 
Jewish and is in Cherry's 
Jewish Faith and Practice 
class. Sclar said that he is 
not scared by these acts of 
intolerance and said that 
swastikas are cowardly acts. 
"We forget that we're 
not totally insulated from 
hateful extremism as we 











ASST. NEWS EDITOR 
TAYLER 
REVIERE VERNINAS 
UCSD Chinese students protest Dalai Lama 
ELISABETH SMITH 
News Editor 
Chinese students at the 
University of California, San 
Diego are protesting the Dalai 
Lama, who is scheduled to 
be the keynote speaker at 
the UCSD commencement 
ceremony in June. According 
to Joel Gruber, University 
of San Diego Theology and 
Religious studies professor, 
the students are protesting the 
speaker because they believe 
the Dalai Lama represents 
anti-Chinese sentiment. 
They believe he is asking for 
Tibet to be an independent 
country, although he is not. 
A Chinese student at 
UCSD, Ruixuan Wang, wrote 
an opinion article for the 
UCSD student paper, The 
Guardian. Wang stated that 
the university was insensitive 
in choosing the Dalai Lama as 
their commencement speaker 
because he is a politically 
polarizing person in China. 
"Our family members 
are coming all the way from 
China, flying for more than 10 
hours to celebrate with us," 
Wang wrote. "The Dalai Lama, 
as a political icon, is viewed 
differently in our country." 
Wang wrote that the 
Dalai Lama has spent his 
life working to separate 
Tibet from China, which has 
caused problems in China. 
"His conflict with the 
Chinese government caused 
property loss, deaths of 
innocent people, and panic 
among the general public, 
even though he claims that 
he advocates for a non-violent 
revolution," Wang wrote. 
Xiaoye Yang is a senior 
Chinese student at USD. 
Yang has lived in the U.S. 
for six years and claimed 
that she has been influenced 
by views of both Chinese 
and American societies. 
Yang said that the 
UCSD protests of the Dalai 
Lama is necessary, and she 
was surprised because she 
had never seen a Chinese 
group speak out against 
their school in this fashion. 
"I feel that in American 
society people only know one 
side [of the Dalai Lama] which is 
from the media and controlled 
by the mainstream," Yang said. 
In regard to the 
UCSD protest, Yang said 
that the university did not 
take its Chinese student 
population into consideration. 
"I think the university 
doesn't care about its Chinese 
students enough," Yang 
said. "Chinese students are 
shy and don't speak up." 
Yang continued to say 
that universities pay more 
attention to other minority 
groups than Chinese groups. 
"A school would not 
invite someone who is against 
the gay community [to their 
graduation], even though not 
everyone is gay," Yang said. 
Though she did not hear 
much about the Dalai Lama 
growing up in China, Yang 
said that China sees the 
only the evil side of the Dalai 
Lama who wants to separate 
Tibet from China. Conversely, 
Yang said the U.S. sees 
the Dalai Lama fighting 
for freedom of his country. 
"Both sides are 
incomplete," Yang said. "Based 
on my own research, I found 
that he is trying to separate 
Tibet from China. He's not 
as simple as people describe 
him. The situation is way more 
complicated. He's not perfect." 
Yang emphasized 
that students should do 
their own research on the 
Dalai Lama and see why 
the issue is complicated 
for Chinese students. 
"Chinese students are 
not brainwashed," Yang said. 
"There's far more to the story." 
Gruber has also has 
taught at UCSD. Gruber 
teaches courses on Buddhism 
and said he is very familiar 
with Tibetan culture. Gruber 
gave more insight why 
students raised in China 
would protest the Dalai Lama. 
"This is common," 
Gruber said. "When I was a 
professor at UCSD, the Dalai 
Lama came to visit [in 2012], 
and there were the same 
protests. The situation is 
really complex and sensitive. 
Rarely do people actually 
Photo courtesy of Christopher/Wikimedia Commons 
While the Dalai Lama is admired by the West for messages of peace and love, the 
Chinese government and media sees his Holiness in a different light. 
think of the historical context." 
Gruber explained that 
there is a complicated history 
between Tibet and China which 
dates back many centuries. 
"In order to understand 
why Chinese protests are 
strong, you must understand 
that they have this view of the 
Dalai Lama that is repeated 
over and over again," Gruber 
said. "[The Chinese people 
are told] he's a wolf in sheep's 
in clothing. He pretends to be 
nice, but he's a troublemaker." 
In regard to Chinese 
beliefs that the Dalai 
Lama wants Tibet to be 
an independent country, 
Gruber explained the 
Dalai Lama's stance. 
"He is asking that 
[Tibet] can preserve their 
culture, religion, and run 
their own affairs, just as a 
state within the U.S. might, 
and this is important, that 
they be able to do so as a 
part of China," Gruber said. 
Gruber said this concept 
may be strange for some USD 
students who were not raised 
in China to understand. He also 
said that Chinese propaganda 
in China blames the Dalai 
Lama for the country's 
problems. For example, the 
Chinese propaganda portrays 
the Dalai Lama as a divider 
of the Chinese government. 
"That is why they're 
protesting," Gruber said. 
"They've learned their whole 
life that the Dalai Lama is 
manipulative and that he wants 
to break apart the motherland." 
According to Gruber, 
much of the frustration in 
those students raised in China 
comes from the frustration that 
the West's support for the Dalai 
Lama goes against everything 
they have been taught. Gruber 
explained that Chinese people 
see the West as blindly 
promoting the Dalai Lama 
because they are tricked by 
his philosophies, and therefore 
the West is anti-Chinese 
because the Dalai Lama is 
anti-Chinese. Therefore, the 
teachings of the Chinese 
government can explain 
the Chinese-born UCSD 
students' frustrations with 
their commencement speaker. 
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Let's talk politics 
TAYLER REVIERE VERNINAS I Asst. News Editor 
S 
White House banned certain news organizations from press briefing 
¥  t ¥ ¥  
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During the Feb. 24th White 
House press briefing, several 
media organizations were 
blocked from attending the press 
meeting. President Donald 
Trump made this announcement 
at the Conservative Political 
Action Conference last Friday. 
Reporters from The New 
York Times, BuzzFeed News, 
CNN, The Los Angeles Times, 
Politico, the BBC, and The 
Huffington Post were among 
the organizations banned. As 
stated in The Times, President 
Trump appears to be using 
his authority to undermine 
the scrutiny he has received, 
dismiss the negative stories as 
lies, and confine press access. 
CNN reported that it was 
the only television network 
denied access to the briefing, 
while NBC, ABC, and CBS 
were on the list of attendees. 
These organizations that have 
been selected to attend appear 
to be more conservative media 
companies. NYT reported that 
Trump's attack on the news 
media accused some reporters 
of fabricating unnamed sources 
to level unfair charges against 
him. Trump also accused the 
FBI of being a "dangerously 
porous agency" and condemned 
them for being leakers of 
highly classified information. 
Photo courtesy of VOA/Wikimedia Commons 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer denied several news organizations 
access to his White House press briefing. 
Trump will not attend the White House Correspondents' Dinner 
President Trump will be 
the first U.S. president in 36 
years who will be breaking 
the tradition of attending the 
White House Correspondents' 
Association Dinner. The last 
president to not attend the 
dinner was Ronald Reagan 
in 1981 after being shot in 
an assassination attempt. 
According to NPR, this 
annual dinner that recognizes 
journalists with awards and 
scholarships has evolved 
into a glamorous affair. Some 
news reports commented 
that the president's decision 
to not attend seems to be 
in congruence with his most 
recent banning and disapproval 
of certain news media. 
According to NYT, 
the president of the 
Correspondents' Association 
Jeff Mason wrote a response 
to Trump's tweet stating that 
the dinner "has been and will 
continue to be a celebration of 
the First Amendment and the 
important role played by an 
independent news media in a 
healthy republic." The annual 
Correspondents' Dinner has 
historically been an event where 
inevitable tensions between 
the president and the press 
are set aside post-traditional 
roast. But with Trump's most 
recent tweet about the press 
being the "enemy of the 
American people," it seems to 
have only heightened tensions 
between the White House and 
many news media companies. 
Photo courtesy of Gage Skidmore/Wikimedia Commons 
President Donald Trump breaks tradition by choosing to not 
attend the White House Correspondents' Dinner. 
Trump revokes bathroom rules for transgender students 
On Feb. 22, President 
Trump rescinded bathroom 
regulations for transgender 
students, which was 
approved during the Obama 
administration. As reported 
by the BBC, Donald Trump's 
administration revoked 
guidance to U.S. public schools 
that allow transgender students 
to utilize bathrooms according 
to their gender identity. Top civil 
right officials from the Justice 
Department and the Education 
Department rejected Obama's 
order that nondiscrimination 
laws require schools to allow 
transgenders to use their 
bathroom of choice, as stated by 
The New York Times. According 
to the BBC, Trump's new order 
states that it is protecting 
students' rights to privacy. 
However, transgender activists 
argue that these civil rights 
issues of gender identity should 
be enforced at the federal level. 
Although the order pushes 
back transgender protections 
it still states that schools must 
protect transgender students 
from bullying, as reported by 
NYT. The Times also stated 
that this dispute on transgender 
rights issues highlights the 
split between Republicans 
and Democrats. Republicans 
seem to be trying to move 
away from social issues and 
toward more "bread-and-
butter pocketbook concerns." 
According to the Times, the 
Justice Department hopes to 
quickly layout its legal position 
on transgender bathroom 
policies to avoid confusion 
during any court cases. 
THE USD VISTA NEWS MARCH 2, 2017 
Acts of intolerance repeatedly occur on campus 
INTOLERANCE continued 
from Front Page 
think we are [in Southern 
California]," Solar said. 
Resident Assistant (RA) 
Katie Bradshaw is a senior 
at USD. Bradshaw is also in 
Cherry's Jewish Faith and 
Practice class. Bradshaw 
expressed her concern about 
the incidents during Cherry's 
class and said that she has 
experienced smaller acts 
of intolerance as an RA. 
"In general, my floor and 
my residence hall have been 
open and accepting of the 
messages of solidarity and 
equality we try to promote as a 
department," Bradshaw said. 
"I obviously can't speak about 
specific incidents, but there 
have definitely been negative 
responses to these things, 
including destruction of posters 
and negative comments 
made about the posters." 
Despite the negativity 
that comes with these acts, 
Bradshaw said she sees an 
opportunity to have discussions 
about inclusivity and diversity. 
"But I also believe that, 
as we engage in critical 
That is very upsetting." 
Vice President of Mission 
and Ministry Monsignor 
Daniel Dillabough also 
commented on the severity 
of the swastika incident. 
"Any act of intolerance on 
our campus is unacceptable," 
Dillabough said. "Because 
of the historical context and 
hurt to the Jewish community, 
it is especially worrisome. 
As a faith-based, Catholic 
university, we are intentionally 
vigilantaboutensuring religious 
freedom and celebrating the 
richness of all faith traditions." 
Dillabough said 
that, when these acts of 
intolerance are found, the 
university must pursue 
every avenue to eliminate 
this type of hurtful behavior. 
"I have not experienced 
any increased activity or 
attitudes that are anti-Semitic 
on campus, with the exception 
of these cases," Dillabough 
said. "Whatever the political 
environment or culture, the 
entire community on campus 
should support our campus 
security efforts and be 
attentive to any anti-Semitic 
or any other insensitive 
behaviors or remarks to 
"We need to help students and parents 
cherish and preserve the ethnic and cultural 
diversity that nourishes and strengthens this 
community - and this nation." 
— Cesar Chavez 
We here at the Kroc School of Peace 
Studies believe in the value of this diversity, 
We stand in solidarity with students, faculty, 
staff,; and visitors in opposing acts of hatred 
and intolerance. 
Universityo/San Diego 
JOAN B. KROC 
SCHOOL OF PEACE STUDIES 
Messages of solidarity were 
conversations and dialogue as 
a campus community, there is 
opportunity to teach love and 
discuss these bias-motivated 
incidents in a productive 
way," Bradshaw said. 
Freshman Johanna Lara 
said that she was alarmed by 
the news of the swastikas. 
"It was pretty alarming 
to hear, especially when 
consideringweare.onaverage, 
a very open-minded and 
tolerant community," Lara said. 
Lara said that the 
knowledge of these 
acts of intolerance 
have made her uneasy. 
"I wouldn't say I feel 
unsafe," Lara said. "But I 
do feel uneasy knowing 
someone that shares this 
campus with me is so hateful. 
Kelly Kennedy/The USD Vista 
posted around the IPJ. 
individuals or groups." 
Associate Provost 
for Inclusion and Diversity 
and Associate Professor 
of Communication Studies 
Esteban del Rio, PhD, spoke 
about the incident. He said that, 
in the five years that he has 
been the Associate Provost, 
the Center for Inclusion and 
Diversity has not been involved 
with a situation like this. 
"Offensive graffiti in 
bathrooms is not usual 
and represent acts typical 
of cowards," del Rio said. 
"Even though they are likely 
scrawled by one person—a 
student, staff, or visitor to 
campus—it reminds us people 
come to our campus with 
hate in their hearts, despite 
how we welcome people 
Swastikas have 
noplace in this 
building, on our 




Signs with messages of solidarity were posted around the IPJ. 
into our community [with] our community," Godwin said. 
Brooklyn Dippo/The USD Vista 
mission, identity, community, 
and history. In this way, it is 
disappointing of our campus." 
Cherry cited statistics 
from a Pew Research Center 
poll that stated that 32 percent 
of Americans say being 
Christian is very important to 
be considered a true American. 
"What a betrayal of 
the dream of our Founding 
Fathers," Cherry said "Can 
non-Christians depend on 
that 32 percent to protect their 
rights? We've all heard about 
the bomb threats to roughly 
sixty Jewish Community 
Centers around the country, 
including our own in La Jolla, 
forcing them to evacuate the 
buildings and preschools." 
The local impact that 
Cherry mentioned refers to the 
La Jolla Jewish Community 
Center (JCC) which has 
received multiple bomb 
threats. On Monday afternoon, 
the JCC received a bomb 
threat via phone call. By 6:30 
p.m. San Diego Police cleared 
the building and determined 
that the bomb threat was a 
hoax. This threat affected 
not only adults but children 
that attend the preschool 
and different programs. 
In addition to the local 
impacts, Cherry mentioned 
that Vice President Mike Pence 
went to St. Louis last week to 
stand with and support the 
Jewish community where 170 
tombstones were overturned 
and vandalized. Additionally, 
Cherry highlighted that there 
was more Jewish cemetery 
vandalism in Philadelphia 
and arson of a Muslim 
mosque in Tampa, Fla. 
> These national acts 
of intolerance have trickled 
down to the much smaller 
community at USD. In regard 
to the national political 
impact on USD, Godwin 
said that he believed it has 
influenced the community. 
"While I don't have any 
direct evidence to support 
the assertion that the political 
climate is a factor, I do think it 
has to influence our community, 
as we are part of the national 
Cherry commented on the 
impact of these intolerant acts. 
"More than anything else, 
these ugly, discriminatory acts 
against Jews and Muslims 
have energized so many 
people who had previously not 
been active politically," Cherry 
said. "The protests, petitions, 
and letters of millions of 
Americans of all persuasions 
are signals that we are scared, 
but we will not be intimidated." 
According to USD's 
definitions of acts of intolerance 
and hate crimes, this graffiti 
aligns with the definition 
for acts of intolerance. 
"The conduct underlying 
some acts of intolerance may 
violate university policy, even 
if the conduct does not rise 
to the level of a hate crime," 
the USD policy states. "Some 
acts of intolerance may 
involve protected speech, but 
still are inconsistent with the 
university's community values, 
and in those circumstances 
the university may elect to 
respond through education 
and/or through other corrective 
or responsive action." 
Godwin explained that 
the graffiti and additional 
acts of intolerance are 
not entirely uncommon to 
occur on campus, but this 
pattern that has occurred 
is out of the ordinary. 
According to Godwin, 
Student Affairs addressed 
the act of intolerance by 
sending the campus-wide 
email. The USD administration 
also encouraged the 
community to report further 
information and incidents. 
Additionally, Student 
Affairs hosts events to educate 
the USD community through 
programs that promote 
diversity and inclusivity. 
Terrence Shaw is 
the community director for 
Camino and Founders. Shaw 
was alerted about the incident 
on Tuesday, two days before 
the USD community received 
the email from Godwin. After 
emailing his residents about 
the incident and asking for 
information, Shaw said that he 
discussed the incident with his 
RAs during their staff meeting. 
Shaw said that he has 
heard residents say they 
cannot believe that a person 
would do this on campus. 
"Students seemed 
very concerned and 
frustrated by what has 
occurred on our campus 
this past week," Shaw said. 
These acts of intolerance 
shed a light on an unattractive 
side of the USD community, 
showing that there is 
room for improvement in 
inclusivity and acceptance 
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ARTS & CULTURE A&C EDITOR WALKER CHUPPE 
@lord.walker 
Shocking gaffe at The Oscars 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord. walker 
The 89th Academy 
Awards ceremony featured 
an unprecedented mistake 
on Sunday night. "Moonlight," 
the 2016 film directed by 
Barry Jenkins, took home the 
Academy Award for Best Picture, 
but not without confusion. 
The two presenters for 
the award, Faye Dunaway 
and Warren Beatty, walked 
up to the microphone to open 
the envelope, and that's when 
things started to unravel. 
Beatty, who was in charge of 
opening the envelope, visibly 
hesitated as he looked at the 
name of the would-be winner. 
He looked at the card and 
then up at Dunaway, as if in 
disbelief. Dunway and the 
audience assumed Beatty was 
Screenshot courtesy of ABC News/YouTube 
The correct card showing "Moonlight," the actual winner of the Academy Award for Best Picture. 
Horowitz showed the 
contents of the correct 
envelope to the audience, 
and the camera zoomed in 
Photo courtesy of @foxnews/lnstagram 
Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty presented the award. 
just being funny. At that point, to reveal, "Moonlight" as the 
he showed her the card, and 
she read it aloud: "La La Land." 
The audience burst into 
applause, and the cast and 
crew of "La La Land" made their 
way up to the stage to accept 
the award. Producer Justin 
Horowitz was first to speak, 
and then producer Marc Piatt 
gave his speech. During Piatt's 
speech, a commotion started 
behind him, and members 
of "La La Land" started to 
look confused. Someone 
approached the producers 
with a red envelope, at which 
point producer Fred Berger 
grabbed the envelope and the 
microphone and announced 
that "Moonlight" was in fact 
the real winner of the award. 
Horowitz then took the 
microphone to clarify what had 
transpired. Perhaps surprisingly, 
Horowitz took the gaffe in 
stride, and did not appear to be 
visibly shaken or annoyed at 
the mistake or the presenters. 
"I'm sorry, there's a 
mistake. 'Moonlight,' you 
guys won best picture," he 
said. "This is not a joke." 
winner for best picture of 2016. 
Host Jimmy Kimmel took 
the microphone to attempt to 
lighten the mood and settle 
the confusion. Kimmel made 
a joke in reference to Steve 
Harvey's widely publicized 
mistake in reading the winner 
of the Miss Universe pageant. 
"Personally, I blame Steve 
Harvey for this," Kimmel said. 
Beatty then clarified what 
initially looked like his mistake. 
"I want to tell you what 
happened," Beatty said. "I 
opened the envelope and it 
said, 'Emma Stone, La La Land.' 
That's why I took such a long look 
at Faye and at [the audience], 
I wasn't trying to be funny." 
It has been confirmed 
that Beatty and Dunaway 
were given the incorrect 
envelope, so they have at least 
avoided the heat that Steve 
Harvey got after his mistake. 
PwC, an accounting 
firm formerly known as 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, has 
been in charge of counting the 
votes for the Academy Awards 
for the past 83 years. The firm's 
sole job is to tally the votes and 
give the presenters the right 
envelopes to read, which they 
failed to do on Sunday night. 
The fact that PwC could not do 
its one job, and that the mistake 
came on perhaps the biggest 
award of the night, means 
that the gaffe will forever be 
a part of Oscars history. PwC 
has since issued a statement 
taking responsibility for the 
mistake, and apologized for 
causing the on-air fiasco for 
the presenters and the cast 
and crew of "La La Land." 
The cast and crew of 
"Moonlight" then made its 
way to the stage to accept 
the award that was rightfully 
theirs. Director Barry Jenkins 
was overjoyed to accept the 
award on the film's behalf. 
"Very clearly, even in 
my dreams this could not be 
true," Jenkins said. "But to 
hell with dreams. I'm done 
with it because this is true." 
Jenkins also spoke about 
the mistake backstage after the 
dustfrom theflub had settled a bit. 
"Things just happen, you 
know? But I will say I saw two 
cards. And Warren refused to 
show the card [he was given] 
so gracious of them to do that." 
The writer of "Moonlight," 
Tarell Alvin McCraney, was also 
very moved by the Oscars win. 
"This goes out to all those 
"This goes out to all those black and brown 
boys and girls and non-gender conforming 
who don't see themselves. We are trying to 
show you, you and us, so thank you, thank 
you. This is for you." 
to anybody before he showed 
it to me," Jenkins said. "And so 
he did, and I felt better about 
what had happened. I will say 
to all you people, please write 
this down: The folks from "La La 
Land" were so gracious. I can't 
imagine being in their position 
and having to do that. We spent 
a lot of time together over the 
last six months, and I can't 
imagine being in their position 
and having to do that. I wasn't 
speechless because we won. I 
was speechless because it was 
-Tarell Alvin McCraney 
black and brown boys and girls 
and non-gender conforming 
who don't see themselves," 
McCraney said. "We are trying to 
show you, you and us, so thank 
you, thank you. This is for you." 
And so, "Moonlight" took 
home the Academy Award 
for Best Picture after some 
confusion, controversy, and 
some awkward live-television 
moments. "La La Land" still had 
a successful night at the Oscars, 
but the cast and crew may still 
feel some sting after the fiasco. 
Screenshot courtesy of The New York Times/YouTube 
The contingent from "Moonlight" accepts its award for best picture. 
THE USD VISTA ARTS AND CULTURE MARCH 2, 2017 
Students tourcompanies on ToreroTreks 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord.walker 
If you've ever wondered 
where your tuition goes, look 
no further than free, university-
sponsored events that can 
provide postgraduate career 
opportunities. In addition to 
seemingly perennial campus 
construction projects, tuition 
dollars at the University of San 
Diego are funnelled into useful 
programs like Torero Treks. 
Essentially, a Torero 
Trek is a scheduled trip to 
a few different companies, 
either in San Diego or in other 
metropolitan cities across 
the country. USD students 
learn about processes and 
career opportunities at 
companies in a multitude 
of industries, including 
marketing, advertising, 
biotech, sports management, 
and entertainment. 
Torero Treks are a great 
way to gain an inside look into 
the business world. With all 
the different industries that the 
Treks cover, a wide range of 
careeroptions are represented. 
Typically, the Torero 
Treks that take place in 
San Diego are at no cost to 
students. For the trips to other 
cities, such as Seattle or Las 
Vegas, the student is only 
responsible for covering travel 
and lodging expenses with the 
option of getting scholarships. 
The Torero Treks 
feature visits at some of 
the top industry-recognized 
companies, including Nike, 
Nordstrom, Sony Pictures, 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, 
and Zappos. The trips present 
opportunities to learn more 
about specific companies and 
their respective industries, 
especially given that 
CEOs and other high-level 
employees give speeches 
and presentations during 
the Treks. Taking in unique 
perspectives on business from 
successful people never hurts, 
and students are often allowed 
to ask their own questions to 
maximize learning potential. 
USD students at Microsoft headquarters in Redmond, Wash, during 
Networking opportunities 
are also a staple of the Torero 
Trek experience. There 
are often employee panels 
and mixers where students 
can connect with possible 
employers, mentors, and 
helpful connections. Meeting 
M "d " 
Trek took place last week 
and was the Creative Careers 
and Marketing spotlight trip. 
This Trek was centered 
around San Diego marketing 
and advertising careers, 
and it featured visits to San 
Diego Magazine, Red Door 
Photo courtesy of @reddoorinteractive/lnstagram 
The auditorium room at Red Door Interactive. 
and chatting with people 
working in the fields you hope 
to break into often creates more 
opportunities to do so. You 
may even make a new friend or 
acquaintance in the process. 
The most recent Torero 
Interactive, and Rescue 
Agency. The goal of the 
Trek was to show students 
possible avenues to pursue 
in these industries and to 
witness how each of the 
three companies operates. 
the Seattle Torero Trek. 
CEOs of San Diego 
Magazine and Red Door 
Interactive, along with the 
President of Rescue Agency, 
gave talks on their company 
philosophies. Each of the 
professionals shared how 
they have risen to their current 
positions from the time that 
they were college students. 
They provided useful 
information about how they run 
their businesses and what it 
takes to maintain a successful 
company that employees 
also enjoy working for. 
In addition to talks 
from senior executives and 
other employees, students 
were able to have question-
and-answer opportunities, 
so that they could have 
specific inquiries or concerns 
addressed by knowledgeable 
individuals. Students were also 
able to chat with some of the 
employees at each company 
in small groups, and Red Door 
Interactive scheduled a small 
mixer so that students could 
have more time to network, 
and learn about their summer 
internship opportunities. 
The Creative Careers 
and Marketing trip helped 
students learn more about 
the advertising and marketing 
Diego Luna/The USD Vista 
industry, and presented three 
very different companies that 
students were able to check 
out, and ultimately see if they 
fit in with the company culture. 
Students were also able to ask 
questions, receive personal 
feedback, and network with 
executive members of the 
three companies in a relatively 
low-pressure environment. 
To apply to a Torero 
Trek, a student must complete 
the online application. The 
application asks for some 
administrative information 
and poses a few short-
answer questions as to 
why he or she desires to 
attend the Trek and why that 
student should be selected. 
The process is not overly 
time consuming, especially 
considering the benefit. 
The next Torero Trek that 
is still accepting applications 
will be Friday, Mar. 24, in San 
Diego. The Trek focuses on 
the tourism industry in San 
Diego, and students will visit 
the San Diego Padres, San 
Diego Convention Center, and 
the San Diego International 
Airport as the three featured 
companies. This Trek is 
free for students, and the 
deadline to apply is Mar. 5. 
Photo courtesy of @rescueagency/lnstagram 
Rescue Agency works on public health campaigns. 
Diego Luna/The USD Vista 
USD students donning complimentary hats from Eddie Bauer during the Seattle Trek. 
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Lady Gaga replaces Beyonce at Coachella 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord.walker 
On Feb. 9, 2017, The 
USD Vista published an 
article questioning what would 
happen if Beyonce was unable 
to perform at Coachella due 
to her pregnancy. Beyonce 
has backed out of her 
headlining performance, as 
recommended by her doctor, 
and she will be replaced by 
pop superstar Lady Gaga. 
The original speculation 
that Beyonce would not be 
able to perform began after 
she posted an Instagram 
photo boasting a large baby 
bump. The photo has since 
become the most-liked photo in 
Instagram's history, largely due 
to support and well-wishes from 
her fans. However, after the 
photo was posted, many were 
wondering if her Coachella 
performance could be in doubt 
with her pregnancy so far along. 
After Beyonce's 
performance at the Grammy's, 
it seemed increasingly unlikely 
that she would be able to 
perform on Coachella's main 
stage once April rolls around. 
Given Beyonce's performance 
style, which involves substantial 
movement and physically-
intense choreography, some 
were questioning if it could 
be a health risk for her twins 
if she performs at Coachella, 
especially in the Indio, Calif, 
heat. The amount of smoke and 
dust that Coachella has become 
known for is also not conducive 
to a risk-free pregnancy. 
On Feb. 23, Beyonce's 
management company, 
Parkwood Entertainment, and 
Coachella festival producer, 
Goldenvoice, issued a joint 
statement to Associated Press 
saying that the pop star was 
forced to cancel her performance 
under doctor's orders. 
"Following the advice 
of her doctors to keep a less 
rigorous schedule in the coming 
months, Beyonce has made the 
decision to forgo performing 
at the 2017 Coachella Valley 
Music & Arts Festival," the 
statement said. "However, 
Goldenvoice and Parkwood 
are pleased to confirm that 
she will be a headliner at 
the 2018 festival. Thank you 
for your understanding." 
It's official then: Beyonce 
is not going to be at Coachella 
this year but, as a consolation, 
will be playing next year 
instead. Of course, Beyonce's 
Due 
personal health comes first, but 
it is unfortunate for those who 
purchased Coachella tickets 
to see her perform. Billboard, 
com reported a 12 percent drop 
in ticket prices from secondary 
sellers after Beyonce 
cancelled her performance, 
and it seems festival-goers 
are disappointed in the news. 
It was announced late 
Tuesday night that Lady Gaga 
is slated to replace Beyonce 
as a headliner for the festival. 
Kendrick Lamar and Radiohead 
are still performing as well. 
Lady Gaga made the 
announcement on social media 
with an updated Coachella 
lineup and the caption "Let's 
party in the desert!" This 
year's Superbowl halftime 
performer will headline on 
Saturday both weekends 
and her style is nothing 
short of over-the-top. While 
some festival-goers might be 
disappointed that Queen Bey 
has cancelled, Lady Gaga is 
certainly a worthy replacement. 
Teachers See the 
Possibilities 
In Jennifer Swanson's high school English class, seniors master material that 
prepares them for college and careers, gaining writing and communication 
skills that will benefit them throughout their lives. 
Azusa Pacific's School of Education prepares 
educators like Jennifer to see and cultivate the 
potential in every student. Graduates go on to 
make a lasting difference as creative, collaborative 
professionals and dedicated advocates for those 
they serve. 
Qualified educators are needed as never before to 
help meet a growing shortage in California. Start 
your degree or credential in education, and become 
the next great teacher, counselor, or administrator 
who transforms lives. 
Arroyo High School, Expository English Class, Teacher: Jennifer Swanson '96, M.A.Ed. '99 
School of Education (626)815-4570 I apu.edu/explore/education 
Programs available online and at 
6 locations throughout Southern California 
Attend an upcoming 
information meeting at 
any APU campus location. 
Register today: 
apu.edu/education/meetings 
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Where to go and what to try at some of the best brunch spots 
Fig Tree's crab and lobster benedict 
JENNIFER GIVENS 
Assistant Feature 
•  . . .  , r ,  
Let's be honest, brunch is always a good idea. It is the perfect meal for those who are not morning people but love breakfast. Liberty Station, the former naval base turned Point Loma neighborhood, is a brunch lover's dream. The popular 
shopping and dining area is nestled just off of Sports Arena Boulevard 
next to the Point Loma Marina. With Liberty Station's close proximity 
to the University of San Diego, there are many affordable and tasty 
options to satisfy even the strictest college student budget. 
If you are in the mood for chilaquiles, huevos rancheros, Oreo 
pancakes, waffles, eggs benedict, scrambles, or breakfast burritos, 
Liberty Station has a variety of restaurants serving brunch from 7 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. If you prefer to brunch on the go, Liberty Public Market 
also has delectable bakeries and coffee shops. 
The vivid combination of breakfast and lunch is the best of 
both worlds, and there are many options on the menu. It is the one 
meal where you can have coffee, pancakes, and a hot dog with no 
judgement. If you are over 21, a morning cocktail on the weekend 
is socially acceptable. This revolutionary fusion of mealtimes offers 
delicious options for every taste bud. 
Surprisingly, this concept of brunch dates back over 200 years. 
According to the Smithsonian Magazine's affiliate Jesse Rhodes, the 
origins of brunch are believed to have stemmed from upper-class 
British society who enjoyed meals such as chicken galantines and 
cold, sliced head cheese. Though the specific context of the term 
"brunch" is unclear, Rhodes explained that the word was first printed 
in 1895. 
"The word 'brunch' first appeared in print in an 1895 'Hunter's 
Weekly' article," Rhodes said. "[It was featured] in 'Brunch: A Plea' 
by British author Guy Beringer, who suggested an alternative to the 
heavy, post-church Sunday meals in favor of lighter fare served late in 
the morning." 
Brunch first made its appearance in the United States in the 
1930s. According to an article by Stephanie Butler titled "The Goods 
on Brunch" published on the History Channel website, the first city to 
serve brunch was Chicago. 
"Back in the days before transcontinental flights, movie stars 
who had business on both coasts would stop over in Chicago on their 
multi-night treks across the country by rail," Butler said. "On Sundays, 
actors like John Barrymore, Helen Hayes, and Clark Gable stopped to 
brunch at the famed Pump Room at the Ambassador Hotel." 
Other restaurants picked up on this meal trend and made it 
available for every citizen to enjoy. Today, brunch has turned into the 
new social hour for all ages. It is especially popular among young 
adults and college students. 
Breakfast Republic's shrimp and grits 
"I love brunch because it's a great way to try 
new food trends and make new traditions 
with friends. I try to visit two or three new 
places once a month. I have not been to 
Liberty Station yet, but I have heard that 
their brunch is delicious." 
- Hayley Hardick 
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Hayley Hardick, a USD senior, shared that she uses brunch as 
a way to start new traditions and taste new meals. 
"I love brunch because it's a great way to try new food trends 
and make new traditions with friends," Hardick said. "I try to visit two 
or three new places once a month. I have not been to Liberty Station 
yet, but I have heard that their brunch is delicious." 
Senior Marina Verano enjoys brunch seven times a month 
and likes the variety of options brunch has to offer as well as the 
environment. 
"Brunch brings people together for a nice mid-morning or early 
afternoon meal," Verano said. "The brunch menu satisfies everyone 
because it ranges from eggs to sandwiches to salads and soups." 
Verano has dined at one of Liberty Station's popular brunch 
spots, Breakfast Republic, which first opened its doors at Liberty 
Station in spring 2016 and occupied a 1,520 square-foot space that 
previously housed a sushi restaurant. This is the fourth Breakfast 
Republic location for Johan Engman, owner and operator of Rise 
and Shine Restaurant Group. The other locations are at East Village, 
Encinitas, Hillcrest, and North Park. 
Engman also owns and operates Fig Tree Cafe. The cafe 
opened a location at Liberty Station in Aug. 2013 and has two other 
locations in Pacific Beach and Hillcrest. Engman said he originally 
thought of opening Fig Tree at Liberty Station in 2011. 
"I opened Fig Tree in 2013. Interesting enough, I was thinking 
of opening it in 2011, but I didn't get [the design of Liberty Station] and 
thought it was a huge confusing place," Engman said. "Then I revisited 
it in 2013 and a iightbulb went off, and I thought okay, I get it now. I 
saw the vision. I think the scene and realizing where they wanted to 
go and the momentum and actually getting to know the ownership 
at Liberty Station and seeing their future plan, there is a lot more 
coming—I can say that much. I am opening a third restaurant there 
as well, El Jardin. I think it is going to be the restaurant place in San 
Diego. I am betting big on Liberty Station." 
Breakfast Republic and Fig Tree Cafe, while both owned by 
Engman, vary in atmosphere and menu. Both restaurants have a 
plethora of healthy meal options and offer gluten-free and vegan 
options. Breakfast Republic only does brunch, and Fig Tree serves all 
three meals daily. 
Breakfast Republic offers pancake flights with options to taste 
three of their unique flavors for $13. Flavors include Oreo, bacon, mint 
chip, pineapple upside down cake, churro, apple, cinnamon roll, and 
the classic buttermilk. Their many options for creative pancakes are 
perfect for sharing. 
Engman admitted that he could not choose just one favorite 
dish at Breakfast Republic. 
"I would say [my favorite meal] is the churro pancakes. I think 
they are amazing," Engman said. "[Also,] the shrimp and grits and the 
croque monsieur benedict." 
Some unique entrees are the breakfast hot dog wrapped in 
bacon for $9.50, breakfast bacon mac & cheese at $11, or classics, 
like omelets or eggs benedict, ranging from $10-$14. Most meals cost 
between $7 to $14 dollars. 
When you walk up to the entrance of Breakfast Republic, you 
are greeted with egg-shaped chairs to sit at while you wait for a table. 
The restaurant does not take reservations, so the wait can be long 
depending on the day and time. Once inside, there is the option to 
enjoy the patio or sit inside. 
The main room is covered with wood accents, and the living 
ivy wall with bright red lettering that says "Run Cock Run" bursts out 
through the plants. These colorful embellishments depict the owners' 
Breakfast Republic's Oreo pancakes 
humor, which is a theme carried over in their merchandise, waiters' 
shirts, as well as mugs and pint glasses, which all have hidden 
sayings etched on them. Even their salt and pepper shakers are egg-
themed. 
"I conceptualized Breakfast Republic for over a year and a 
half before I ever opened it," Engman said. "Every single detail is 
not there by accident, it is extremely through [and] through. It is very 
heavily focused on branding. There is a reason for that. I designed it 
to be edgy, but according to a few people, it is a bit too raunchy. But 
whether you like it or you are offended by it, people usually take a 
picture of it and you remember it. You can't take yourself too serious 
and need to joke about things. I think it is funny when people are 
offended by our shirts. The fact that they are offended by it makes it 
that much better. I have a pretty sarcastic and dark sense of humor." 
Though it shares an owner with Breakfast Republic, Fig Tree 
Cafe has a unique flavor as well. One of the more popular items on 
the menu is breakfast sushi, a combination of eggs, scallions, and 
rice wrapped in "man candy," which is bacon coated in brown sugar 
and paprika. If you want something lighter but still full of flavor, their 
granola is packed with fruit and served in a house-made strawberry 
yogurt. 
Fig Tree Cafe offers a larger variety of gluten-free, vegan, 
and vegetarian options than Breakfast Republic. Their entrees also 
range from $7 to $14, but Fig Tree offers more lunch options, such 
as sandwiches and salads, and serves dinner starting at 4:00 p.m. 
While neither restaurant takes reservations for brunch, Fig Tree offers 
reservations for dinner. 
If you are looking to try something different and want to watch 
a movie before or after brunch, there is one more unique spot in 
Liberty Station. The Lot is a theater that also offers a variety of dishes. 
Entrees range from $7 to $18, and the restaurant opens at 7 a.m. 
daily. 
The Lot's restaurant offers a variety of brunch entrees. Popular 
brunch options include an open-faced sandwich with prosciutto and 
arugula for $13 or chilaquiles for $12. Unlike Breakfast Republic 
and Fig Tree, The Lot takes reservations, so if you are under a time 
constraint, or simply do not like to wait, this might be a good option. 
While menu items vary depending on the restaurant, the price 
seems just right. With the large brunch crowds increasing, so will the 
noise and wait times. Regardless, brunch is always a good way to get 
some extra sleep and still eat the most important meal of the day with 
a side of bacon-wrapped hot dog if you choose. 
Photos courtesy of Alternative Strategies/Johan Engman 
Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
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Degree Works, will soon be replacing DARS/U.Achieve, 
offering a new solution for student degree audits and 
academic plans. 
Major changes to registration, academic planning 
Degree Works will replace DARS this summer 
COMING IN 
SUMMER 2017 
Graphic courtesy of USD Registrar 
A new registration and academic planning system for undergraduate students will be in place this summer. 
BROOKE BALDASSERE 
Contributor 
Coming summer 2017, 
Degree Works will be taking 
the place of Degree Audit 
Reporting System (DARS) as 
the new way for University 
of San Diego students to 
check their degree audits, 
create academic plans, 
and register for classes. 
The Degree Works 
system promises students 
new tools for schedule 
planning, "what-if and "look-
ahead" audits, and a new 
way for students to calculate 
their grade point averages. 
The schedule planning 
tool will allow students to 
make a full four-year plan 
if they desire, rather than 
just plan for next semester. 
Degree Works vs. DARS 
Degree Works should 
look and run look similar 
to DARS. Classes that 
students have completed 
will be highlighted in green, 
while incomplete portions 
of the course curriculum 
will be highlighted in red. 
One important difference 
between DARS and Degree 
Works is how students view 
academic audits. When 
the Degree Works program 
runs an audit, it will also 
give students the option to 
combine their major and minor 
requirements with all the core 
requirements into one audit. 
Another addition 
to the way students can 
plan academically are the 
"what-if" and "look-ahead" 
audit programs. These two 
features will aid students in 
deciding what courses to take 
based on how the course 
would fulfill their major and 
minor requirements and 
expected date of graduation. 
Once the "look ahead" 
program is fully operational, 
it will have the ability to 
create a four-year plan for 
students based on their 
specific major and minor. 
This four-year plan will lay 
out semester by semester 
which classes students 
should take to graduate in 
four years with their intended 
degrees. The program will 
also show possible semester 
plans and how to work with 
curriculum requirements. 
Freshman Alex Shebesta 
is most excited for the new 
"what-if" and "look-ahead" 
audits of the program. 
Although he is currently 
undeclared, Shebesta is 
planning on declaring his 
major in Environmental 
Science. He noted that 
graduating in four years is of 
the utmost importance to him. 
"I really like how this 
program will make a plan for 
us, which keeps us on track 
to that four-year deadline," 
Shebesta said. "It will give me 
more confidence when making 
a schedule to see a four-year 
plan I can tinker with and follow." 
A new way to register 
The Degree Works 
program is designed to 
make registering for classes 
much easier for students by 
combining the DARS website 
and registration Banner 
into one program. Just like 
DARS, Degree Works allows 
students to run an audit, look 
at the requirements they have 
yet to fill, and then see the 
classes that would fill them. 
However, now the 
student will be able to click 
on the course they wish to 
take and be directed to a link, 
which includes the classes 
available in that course along 
with the instructors and class 
times. Instead of flipping 
between two tabs, students 
can look at what courses they 
need to fill and create a plan 
or register on one webpage. 
Ching-Fang Tu, USD's 
current Degree Audit 
Specialist, explained how 
Degree Works will make GPA 
calculations and class grade 
predictions easier. "Degree 
Works will resemble a sort 
of unofficial transcript for the 
student by showing them 
their GPA and individual 
grades in each class," Tu said. 
The new GPA calculator 
is another example of how 
Degree Works will integrate 
Banner and DARS. In addition 
to being the place where 
students can clearly check 
their academic progress, 
the program will also allow 
students to see what grades 
they need in a specific class 
or for a certain semester 
to reach a goal cumulative 
grade point average. 
Ron Kaufmann, 
Associate Dean of the Arts 
and Sciences, explained how 
this new program should 
make planning and registering 
more accessible for students. 
"I know many students 
will frequently attempt to 
register for classes using their 
iPhone or other mobile device, 
so this program, as opposed 
to DARS, is designed to be 
more workable on a cell phone 
or tablet," Kaufmann said. 
Students need to be 
aware that the system is 
changing and learn how to use 
it. The Degree Works website 
has the dates of some training 
sessions offered for both 
faculty and student to learn 
how to use the new system. 
The first training session 
for students is March 12. 
Kaufmann strongly 
encouraged students 
to take advantage of 
these training sessions. 
"The students who are 
most familiar with the program 
will have the easiest time 
transitioning,"Kaufmann said. 
"[They won't have to rely on 
friends or faculty members] 
when they are registering 
during the summer." 
The program should debut 
sometime in June. Kaufmann 
believes that by learning this 
system early, students will 
have an advantage when they 
use Degree Works to register 
for classes in the fall of 2017. 
Time will tell whether 
Degree Works has a 
demonstrable positive impact 
on student registration and 
academic planning when the 
program goes live this summer. 
c ian 
mmaWSiEZB-'- 1 KZUL 1 _BEL .. 1 .JU 
Find Student 10 M < Hsnwc • M Decree Major <aj|i (N00021046 Bryant. Karlna Lynne » SS * Biology 
Worksheets Plans 
© On-Track ENOt 1905 3.0 © On-Track ENGt 105 3.0 
© On-Track POCS 101 30 ©On-Track MATH 205 3.0 
© On-Track 8101214 40 © On-Track BIOL 213 4.0 
© On-Track COMM 106 30 © Cm-Track CHEM 102 4 0 
© On-Track SPAN 210 or 
FREN 110 
3 0 © On-Track ANTH 101 30 
2014-2018 
I - - Foil 20 14, Total C rwdits 10.0 
[ - - CFIEM 227 40 PSYC 101 30 
Graphic courtesy of Ellucian Degree Works 
Degree Works incorporates features similar to DARS. 
The students who are most familiar with 
the program will have the easiest time 
transitioning. [They won't have to rely on 
friends or faculty members] when they are 
registering during the summer." 
- Ron Kaufmann 
Degree Works features: 
- mobile device compatability 
- four year schedule planning based on major 
and/or minor 
- integration with new core curriculum 
- class registration banner and academic 
audits in one interface 
- personalized GPA calculator 
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Making study abroad your own 
Toreros choose programs that provide a variety of international experiences 
Brumsickle studied in three different international programs: Jamaica, Semester at Sea, and Madrid. 
abroad advisors for students and visa acquisition, 
interested in an international "Start early and don't miss 
educational experience, your deposit deadline," Nathan 
Senior Sarah Shotts is a said. "We need to arrange 
study abroad intern and helps our own transportation from 
educate students about the wherever we are to Germany 
resources available to them, and vice versa. We're not given 
"Study abroad advisors information as to where we're 
are experts in specific regions, flying into until May because 
so they can tailor experiences SAS needs to confirm with the 
"Don't be afraid to step away from your 
comfort zone. So many people study 
abroad, so it can be easy to go with the 
same people doing the same types of 
things. But, if you go alone, you can try 
new things and meet new people." 
- Grade Brumsickle 
KEVIN KLEIN 
Contributor 
Studying abroad can be 
considered a rite of passage 
at the University of San Diego. 
An estimated 60.8 percent 
of USD undergraduate 
students participate in study 
abroad programs, ranking 
the university seventh in 
undergraduate. abroad 
participation according to the 
USD International Center. 
In comparison, San 
Diego State University is 
ranked the 40th best school 
for study abroad, at 32.9 
percent student participation. 
USD also outranks universities 
such as; Stanford, Princeton, 
Yale, Duke, and Georgetown. 
Though many students 
only study abroad a single time 
during their college careers, 
junior Gracie Brumsickle 
studied abroad through three 
different programs. She first 
studied in Jamaica during the 
summer session, then went 
on Semester at Sea in the fall 
of her sophomore year. Her 
last program was during her 
junior year at USD Madrid. 
Brumsickle preferred to 
study abroad without other 
students she was familiar with 
so that she could be challenged 
to meet new people abroad 
and expand her horizons. 
In Jamaica, Brumsickle 
enjoyed the small beachside 
classrooms and immersed 
herself in the unfamiliar culture. 
"I didn't know anyone 
going through the program," 













more of a growing experience 
and allowed me to branch 
out of my comfort zone in so 
many ways. When I got there, 
I felt like I could be my own 
person, which was really nice." 
Brumsickle met 
students from across the 
country. She was aided 
during this intersession 
period by outstanding 
professors who enhanced 
her international experience. 
"Everything you learn in 
the classroom, which is in a 
little hut by the beach literally 
where you can walk there 
during your break, you could 
go out and see," Brumsickle 
said. "Everything you learn is 
very applicable which I think 
is the best way of learning 
because everything is so 
solidified. We were excited 
because we were able to see 
how our studies applied to real 
life. It wasn't some far-off thing 
we couldn't grasp or see." 
In order to study 
abroad, students must have 
completed a minimum of 45 
credits and have a minimum 
GPA that corresponds to 
different programs. Students 
should consider several 
factors to determine which 
program is right for them 
and evaluate target goals 
before selecting a program. 
The Madrid program in 
Spain is USD's secondary 
campus. Attending students 
are set up with a home-stay 
with Spanish residents to 
maximize their international 
experience. At USD Madrid, 
credits are transferred 
seamlessly back to USD main 
campus. While in Madrid, the 
university provides students 
with a tourof four cities in Spain. 
USD Summer and 
Intersession study abroad 
programs are also offered 
through USD. Students 
are required to have good 
academic and conduct 
standing, and meet course 
prerequisites, but don't need 
to meet a GPA requirement. 
These courses are taught 
by USD professors. 
USD's International 
Center oversees study abroad 
programs and also offers study 
to people's individual interests 
and what they want to get out 
of their experience," Shotts 
said. "We have a variety of 
different types of programs. 
When a student meets with 
an advisor, they'll talk about 
what they want to get out of 
their abroad experience and, 
depending on their interests, 
the advisors will recommend 
different types of programs." 
Freshman Alex Nathan 
is preparing to depart on 
the Semester at Sea (SAS) 
program. She must get a 
visa for each country that 
the ship docks in, along 
with a slew of vaccines for 
each corresponding country. 
There are many deadlines 
for this program, such as 
registration and passport 
ports that it's okay to depart 
from there. Airfare is an added 
expense that won't be covered 
by any sort of financial aid." 
Nathan stated that 
she would like study 
abroad information to be 
more accessible through 
the program's section 
on the USD website. 
"I'm curious as to how 
life is on SAS," Nathan 
said. "I'm sure I could watch 
the videos that are posted 
about it, but I'm wondering 
things like how the food is 
going to be, or how life is." 
Study abroad programs 
offer students international 
experience, the ability to 
travel to different countries, 
learn new languages, and see 
how other cultures operate. 
Students who wish to get 
these experiences should 
make sure they are checking 
off their boxes of requirements 
through their USD study 
abroad portal, and seeking 
guidance from the International 
Center if they are unsure. 
"If you have any 
questions, definitely go into 
the study abroad office and 
they'll give you counseling," 
Brumsickle said. "They'll tell 
you all the pros and cons of 
doing certain things depending 
on what your values toward 
the programs are and what 
your comfort zone is." 
Brumsickle found that 
she grew as a person and has 
benefited from her experiences 
abroad. She stated that her 
experiences broadened her 
horizons and opened her 
mind to new opportunities. 
"Don't be afraid to step 
away from your comfort zone," 
Brumsickle said. "So many 
people study abroad, so it can "* 
be easy to go with the same 
people doing the same types 
of things. But, if you go alone, 
you can try new things and 
meet new people. Make the 
most of your time while you're 
there, because you'll look back -
on it as the best few months of 
your life and think 'wow I can't 
believe I did all of this' when 
you reflect on this time abroad." 
There are many 
opportunities for students to 
study abroad. All it takes is 
an application, preparation, 
and a sense of adventure. 
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Students have spring break fever 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
With spring break quickly 
approaching, it's time for 
students at the University of 
San Diego to make the all-
important decision: how to 
spend the week off. Some will 
choose to spend it celebrating 
their college years on the 
beaches in Cabo, some will 
instead choose to catch up 
on work or give back to the 
community during the break, 
and others will opt for a low-
key option of heading home or 
going on a casual roadtrip. No 
matter your destination, spring 
break is sure to be one of the 
highlights of spring semester. 
When some students 
think of San Diego, the 
phrase "we live where you 
spring break" comes to mind. 
In reality, there is no need to 
leave school at all when all 
the fun of spring break can be 
had right here in San Diego. 
Senior Sophia Gaffney 
took this sentiment to heart 
while planning a staycation. 
Instead of going on a large 
trip, she decided to make 
the most of her spring 
break by pairing relaxation 
with some smaller trips. 
"My roommates and I 
has opted to arrange an extra 
trip that works with her family's 
"My roommates and I decided to have a 
staycation because we figured why pay to 
go to paradise when we're here already." 
-Sophia Gaffney 
decided to have a staycation 
because we figured why pay to 
go to paradise when we're here 
already," Gaffney said. "We are 
going to do a lot of San Diego 
things that we can't normally 
do because of school or work. 
We're renting a house in 
Temecula one night to go wine 
tasting. Then, my girlfriend 
and I are going to Vegas one 
weekend, which I'm stoked 
for because I've never been." 
Although spring break is 
earlier than normal this year, 
the San Diego beaches are 
sure to be as beautiful as 
always, making a staycation 
a viable and affordable option. 
However, the early 
break can create conflicts 
with students trying to 
coordinate break trips with 
friends or family with different 
break schedules than USD. 
Senior Gabby Koepenick 
schedule instead of going 
someplace over spring break. 
"I don't have any major 
plans for spring break," 
Koepenick said. "I am going 
on a ski trip to Montana in late 
March though, because that 
way we can go as a family." 
This is an option that many 
may consider, especially given 
that this year the university 
has given students a spring 
and an Easter break. That 
way, if students wish to spend 
spring break with friends, they 
still have the opportunity to 
see their families at Easter. 
Senior Grace Avery said 
that last year she went on the 
University Ministry Tijuana 
Spring Breakthrough (TJSB), 
a weeklong immersion in 
Tijuana. Avery shared that 
this year it's nice to have 
the option of going on an 
immersion trip or celebrating 
Easter with family or friends. 
"Spring break is a great 
chance to enjoy time off 
from classes by staying and 
enjoying San Diego, visiting 
home, or traveling to a new 
city," Avery said. "Last year, 
I went on TJSB as a way to 
engage with communities just 
on the other side of our border 
and to gain new perspectives 
through immersion. This year, 
it's nice that, however students 
choose to spend their spring 
break, it's separate from the 
Easter break, giving students 
a chance to enjoy two breaks." 
Junior Eli Rivette noted 
that encouragement from her 
friends and family and the 
prospect of a new adventure 
prompted her to join an 
Outdoor Adventures trip. 
"I decided to go on 
the trip because [my friend] 
pushed me to, and then when 
I asked my parents about it, 
my mom, Dorothy, was super 
excited by the idea," Rivette 
said. "She noted that I had 
never really done anything 
like it before, I've never been 
backpacking, and this would 
be an incredible opportunity 
to really try something 
new and step completely 
out of my comfort zone." 
This year, the spring 
break possibilities are 
endless. Regardless of what 
you and your friends choose 
to do with your time off, 
remember to stay safe and 
be respectful no matter what. 
Photo courtesy of Dani DeVries 
Some students will choose to spend spring break here in San 
Diego. 
Advance Your Career in Psychology or Counseling with Azusa Pacific University 
Everywhere you look you see broken, hurting people—men, women, children, couples, and families struggling with diverse issues. Azusa Pacific 
can prepare you for a career dedicated to improving the lives of others in a variety of professional settings. Our graduate programs provide the tools 
you'll need to make a difference. 
M A in Clinical Psychology: Marriage and Family Therapy 
24-48 months I 66-69 units 
This program provides a solid foundation in the theoretical and applied 
practice of professional counseling with individuals, couples, and families. 
MAEd. in Educational and Clinical Psychology 
24-36 months I 60 units 
This program allows candidates to pursue careers in K-12 school and clinical 
settings. Earn a highly marketable degree and school counseling credential, 
and prepare to meet LPCC requirements. 
MAEd. in Educational Psychology and Ed.S. in School Psychology 
36 months I 66-81 units 
This NASP-approved dual degree program delivers practical training of the 
highest standard for school psychologists. Specialize in an optional 15-unit 
concentration that enhances your career opportunities. 
Master of Social Work 
24-48 months I 60 units 
The MSW program equips you to help people manage some of life's most 
difficult challenges, such as poverty, addiction, and abuse. 




U N I V E R S I T Y  
God First Since 1899 
: — : ; ———- T , , ~ ~ 7 ' ~" ~ ~ 7 1 ' 
The views expressed in the Opihidn sedtlott ate not keceSS&rily those of The 'U^D Vlsfd staff /the University 6f'$dn £)iegd,ot its student body. 
VOLUME 54 ISSUE 16 OPINION THE USD VISTA 13 
Exercising caution when crossing the border 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
Of the hundreds of emails 
students at the University 
of San Diego receive from 
administration each year, there 
are always a couple every year 
urging students to avoid hastily 
crossing the border. With 
spring break in a few days, 
hundreds of students across 
California will be traveling to 
Mexico, flocking to warmer 
water, white sand beaches, 
and a lower drinking age. 
While a harmless vacation is 
nothing to worry about, in past 
emails, the school has warned 
students about the dangers 
of gangs and traffickers in 
Mexico, harsher drug laws, 
and random acts of violence. 
In his latest email to the 
campus community, Donald 
Godwin, PhD, Assistant 
Vice President and Dean of 
Students, pointed out these 
and other risks associated with 
traveling south of the border. 
"Students should be 
aware that, even though 
Mexico is very close, it is 
another country," Godwin said. 
"It is very important to behave 
in a responsible manner on 
either side of the border. [...] 
Although the risks are low for 
any one individual, if you do 
not know the area, you might 
find yourself in the wrong 
place at the wrong time." 
In a later interview, Godwin 
clarified that it is our proximity 
to Mexico that makes it a safety 
concern for administration. 
"The email is intended 
to warn students about the 
potential dangers of traveling 
for the safety of its students, 
the frequency of these emails 
"I think that the emails sent by the 
university send out a negative message 
about a city that has so much to offer, but 
also needs our help." 
in Mexico, in general," Godwin 
said. "However, given our close 
proximity to the border, and 
[Tijuana,] I don't want students 
crossing without full knowledge 
of some of the known 
dangers, especially in TJ." 
These grim warnings 
haven't stopped students 
from visiting our southern 
neighbor in the past. 
Senior Gelila Tefera, 
who is going to Mexico for 
spring break, noted that she 
sees no difference between 
traveling to Mexico and 
other international travel. 
"I feel safe to travel 
because I am going with a 
group of people that I trust," 
Tefera said. "I understand 
the reasoning behind the 
email, since there will a great 
number of students traveling 
to Mexico over spring break, 
but there is honestly the same 
amount of risk traveling to 
any other foreign country. 
I didn't think the email was 
unnecessary because the 
school didn't urge us not to 
travel to Mexico but to just 
be cautious and responsible, 
which is something all 
travelers should do no matter 
where they're travelling." 
Although it is 
understandable that USD cares 
-Val Estrada 
is what seems to confuse 
students, many of whom have 
traveled to Mexico safely. 
Senior Val Estrada 
pointed out that these 
warnings discourage students 
from traveling to a community 
that greatly needs help. 
"I think that the emails 
sent by the university send out 
a negative message about a 
city that has so much to offer, 
but also that needs our help," 
Estrada said. "It makes me 
very sad to hear someone say 
they don't want to go on the TJ 
service trips because of these 
emails. If people actually 
read local TJ news, they 
would realize that their only 
main problem is their poverty 
and all of the immigrants 
from Central and Southern 
America who need the help of 
as many people as possible." 
Senior Bridget Olsen 
noted that all travel has risks, 
but simply using common 
sense can make travel safer. 
"I appreciate USD 
sending us safety emails 
culture, I have always felt safe 
in Mexico. Of course, with any 
international travel, one has to 
be more on guard and aware 
of [his or her] surroundings, 
but I think fear of travel is 
not a good enough reason 
to avoid going to Mexico." 
While the school can't 
stop students from choosing 
to travel to Mexico, it did 
suggest some ways to 
stay safe while traveling. 
Godwin's email 
offered some tips. 
"I feel safe to travel [to Mexico] because I 
am going with a group of people I trust." 
-Gelila Tefera 
but find them unnecessary," 
Olsen said. "As someone who 
has crossed the border for 
school, for service, and for 
Cabo is a popular spring break 
to go to Mexico. 
Photo courtesy of Anyah M/Flickr 
destination for students planning 
"Please be smart if you 
plan to cross the border," 
Godwin said. "When you are 
traveling to another country, 
you need to bring necessary 
travel documents and need 
to behave in a responsible 
manner..As you would in any 
less-familiar location, do not 
travel alone, be aware of your 
surroundings, and look after 
your friends. Please continue 
to positively represent 
yourselves, your family, and 
your university no matter which 
side of the border you're on." 
Although some question 
the need for these emails, 
this sentiment of safety and 
respect is important no matter 
where you travel. Whether 
you're headed to Mexico, 
some other country, going 
home, or staying in San Diego, 
be safe and conscientious 
this spring break. 
Career Development Center aims to improve recruiting 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
One of the most stressful 
aspects of the spring semester 
for students at the University 
of San Diego is hunting for the 
perfect internship or job for the 
summer or after graduation. 
The process can be daunting 
and overwhelming and is 
dreaded by many students. 
Because of students' 
anxiety surrounding the job 
hunt, the Career Development 
Center at USD tries to aid 
students in the process. 
The center puts on 
resume workshops, allows 
seniors free access to a 
Linkedln premium account, and 
offers interviewing practice. 
Perhaps the most important 
event of the semester is the 
career fair, when dozens of 
companies flock to campus 
hoping to recruit USD's 
finest to join their workforce. 
While the career fair can 
be an excellent resource, 
there seems to be one notable 
problem: some industries 
and their respective majors 
are underrepresented. 
Senior Blair Butler, a 
sociology major, has never 
attended a school career fair. 
"I've been warned by 
enough people to know 
better than to expect to find 
jobs through the Career 
[Development] Center," Butler 
said. "I knowthatthereare more 
jobs available in certain fields, 
and the Career Center has to 
play to their strengths, but if 
you label it a career fair for all 
majors, I expect for there to be 
some diversity. Unfortunately, 
business, sales and marketing 
companies, but I haven't 
seen any writing-based 
newspaper or journalism jobs 
represented. Communication 
[studies] is one of the largest 
majors at USD, so I wish that 
there would be more of an 
emphasis to give students 
the same opportunities." 
Robin Darmon, the 
Director of the Career 
Development Center, 
"We love [the students] as much as your 
parents love you, and we want to help." 
-Robin Darmon 
that isn't the case." 
Senior Claire 
DeMarco noted that she 
believes it is hardly worth 
it to attend these events. 
"To be honest, I've 
gone to the career fair for 
the past two years since I 
transferred, and there really 
aren't companies available 
for communication or English 
majors specifically, with the 
exception of maybe one or 
two [public relations] firms," 
DeMarco said. "There are 
always the same insurance, 
explained that they are working 
to resolve this problem. 
In the past, there was only 
one person in charge of the 
corporate relations program, 
and, in that case, there were 
mostly companies that had an 
existing relationship with the 
school that approached the 
university and were present 
at career fairs. Now, there 
are more staff dedicated to 
making new connections, and 
working to bring desirable 
companies to campus. 
Additionally, the career 
center is utilizing a gap analysis 
program to try and equalize 
the industries represented 
at events on campus. 
Robin also noted that the 
Career Development Center 
loves when students come to 
them and suggest companies 
they would like to work with. 
Then, the Career Development 
Center is able to work toward 
bringing these companies to 
campus. It is also important to 
note that certain companies, 
including Google and Tesla, do 
not travel to campuses as part 
of their recruitment strategies. 
Lastly, Darmon 
encouraged students to 
use the career center 
to their advantage. 
"We love [the students,] 
as much as your parents 
love you, and we want 
to help," Darmon said. 
Senior Christine 
Keane, an engineering 
major, indicated that the 
Career Development Center 
presents many opportunities 
to help engineers land a job. 
"We have our own career 
guidance counselor in Loma 
Hall available [around the 
clock]," Keane said. "She 
sends all the engineers links to 
new job openings each week. 
The Career Development 
Center also constantly 
puts together panels of 
engineering companies, so 
we can hear their experience 
and network. I don't know 
how other majors are, so I 
don't know if it's different, 
but that's our experience." 
The Career Development 
Center has taken notice of some 
of these discrepancies, and 
has implemented personalized 
career counselors for 
business majors in Olin Hall, 
and for the College of Arts 
and Sciences in Serra Hall. 
While some students 
are still frustrated by 
the disproportionate 
representation at career fairs, 
it's best to not get completely 
discouraged. Instead, take 
advantage of other services 
the Career Development 
Center offers, like Torero 
Treks, Torerolink, and career 
counseling. In the meantime, 
the Career Development 
Center is working to close 
this gap and make sure all 
industries are well-represented 
at networking events. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The USD Vista staff, the University of San Diego, or its student body. 
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Sophomore pitching sensation Nick Sprengel 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
Sports Editor 
For many pitchers, 
the onset of a fresh season 
is a time that serves as 
a feeling out process. 
After the long months of 
the offseason, pitchers must 
regain the feel for their pitches, 
a task that is much easier 
said than done. Because of 
the unpredictable nature of 
the season's first few games, 
often times pitchers will 
struggle in their initial outings 
as they throw the proverbial 
spaghetti against the wall, 
hoping to find what will stick. 
For University of San 
Diego sophomore Nick 
Sprengel, the early part of 
the 2017 season has wielded 
nothing but positive results. 
Sprengel was given the ball 
for the Toreros' opening game 
against the No. 7 Vanderbilt 
Commodores on Feb. 16. 
Facing a top 10 team 
proved to be a challenge 
that Sprengel was more than 
capable of handling. In his 
first start of the year, the 6'1" 
left-hander threw five efficient 
innings, allowing five hits and 
two runs, while striking out 
nine Commodores en route 
to his first victory of 2017. 
Junior catcher Riley 
Adams also clubbed 
his first home run of the 
season in this game, and 
sophomore shortstop Jeff 
Houghtby contributed an 
RBI triple to USD's 3-2 win. 
Sprengel revealed that 
his success against top flight 
competition was partly a result 
of his business-like approach. 
"We prepared to face 
[Vanderbilt] like any other team 
we will face this year," Sprengel 
said. "Every team plays on the 
same dimensions, so, as a 
pitcher, you just need to focus 
on attacking every pitch and 
playing to your strengths." 
The sterling start to the 
season earned Sprengel 
the West Coast Conference 
Photo courtesy of Brock Scott 
Sophomore left-handed pitcher Nick Sprengel has enjoyed a successful start to his 2017 season. 
Pitcher of the Week award. 
This prestigious honor was 
unbeknownst to Sprengel until 
he received a text from his father 
passing along the good news. 
"My dad texted me and 
told me I was named WCC 
Pitcher of the Week," Sprengel 
said. "I was surprised and 
thought it was cool to be 
recognized and honored." 
Sprengel followed up his 
debut with another winning 
effort on Feb. 24 against the 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish. 
In front of a Friday night 
crowd of more than 900 
people, Sprengel limited Notre 
Dame to just one run on two 
hits over five innings of work. 
Backed by six runs of support, 
Sprengel improved his 
record to 2-0 as the Toreros 
cruised to a 6-2 triumph over 
the visiting Fighting Irish. 
While it is still incredibly 
early in the collegiate baseball 
season, and Sprengel's 
two starts represent an 
admittedly small sample 
size, the young lefty looks 
primed to be the anchor of 
the Toreros pitching rotation. 
He is cognizant of the fact 
that he's riding a personal hot 
streak and understands the 
effort that is needed to make 
it last for the whole spring. 
"I think the main thing 
is to keep grinding between 
three walks and uncorked two sits in the mid-90s and 
wild pitches. This inaccuracy a strong arsenal of off-
pushed his pitch count to 98 speed pitches, the Toreros' 
pitchesthroughjustfive innings, ace is starting to garner 
Of those 98 pitches, 55 attention from Major League 
(56 percent) of them found Baseball front office men. 
the strike zone, a number San Diego Padres 
that Sprengel and the USD general manager A.J. Preller 
coaching staff should hope was on hand at Fowler Park 





stifle the Vanderbilt offense. 
Moving forward, Sprengel 
ugly head for a second time has his sights set high for 
Photo courtesy of USD Baseball/Twitter 
Sprengel (right) and teammates supported Point Loma Little League on its opening day. 
Photo courtesy of Brock Scott 
Sprengel made 16 appearances as a freshman in 2016. 
every start," Sprengel said. 
"No matter how good or 
rough an outing is, [...] my 
preparation and the work I've 
put in leading up to game 
one allowed for my success." 
One potential downfall 
that could hinder Sprengel's 
success is his inability to 
consistently find the strike 
zone. Both of the southpaw's 
two performances thus far have 
been cut short due in part to 
an alarming amount of walks. 
In the game against 
Vanderbilt, Sprengel allowed 
in the victory against Notre 
Dame. Sprengel issued five 
free passes to the Fighting 
Irish, again elevating his 
pitch count and knocking 
him out in the fifth inning. 
Of course, Sprengel is 
still enjoying an excellent 
beginning to his sophomore 
campaign despite the walk 
issues. In his first two starts, 
Sprengel has tossed 10 
innings, striking out 15 batters 
and letting up just three earned 
runs, good for a 2.70 ERA. 
With a fastball that 
himself and USD's entire roster. 
"We have, as a team, been 
working hard," Sprengel said. 
"Now that the season is here, 
it's time to show off our talent." 
For students looking to 
get a glimpse of this talent 
firsthand, the Toreros next, 
home game will take place 
on March 14 against the 
crosstown rival San Diego 
State University Aztecs. In 
the meantime, the team will 
take a trip to Louisiana for 
five games against the Tulane 
Green Wave and LSU Tigers. 
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Gulls sweep weekend homestand 
JAKE ELLIS 
Contributor 
San Diego used to be 
a town that was filled with 
professional sports teams. The 
city is now left with the San 
Diego Gulls of the American 
Hockey League, a team 
currently in third place in the 
Western Conference behind 
the San Jose Barracuda and 
the Grand Rapids Griffins. 
The team's record 
stands at 30 wins and 14 
losses. They played two 
games this weekend, one 
against the Texas Stars 
and the Rockford Icehogs. 
University of San Diego 
senior Kevin Nelson regularly 
attends Gulls' games and thinks 
that the organization has done 
a great job of integrating itself 
into the San Diego community. 
"I've probably been to 
between 10 and 15 games in 
the past two years," Nelson 
said. "It's a great atmosphere, 
and it's cheap. As a hockey 
fan, the quality is as close to 
top level as you're going to 
find in the San Diego area." 
The first matchup of 
the Gulls' weekend came on 
Friday, Feb. 23, against Texas. 
From the drop of the puck, 
this game seemed to be in 
RCURY 
URANCE 
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gulls/Twitter 
Star defenseman Brandon Montour is back after a brief call-up to the Anaheim Ducks of the NHL. 
needed a goal, Tyler Morley 
came through and put 
the Gulls on top for good 
with 4:28 left in the game. 
While Dustin Tokarski 
started the previous game, this 
a new set of circumstances 
on the ice, the raucous setting 
provided by the Valley View 
Casino Center is one constant 
surrounding the Gulls' season. 
Nelson said one of 
the things that brings him 
back to the arena is the 
hype inside the building. 
"The crowds and 
atmosphere can be really 
great and rowdy," Nelson 
said. "It's obviously not as 
large as an NHL game, and 
the stadium needs some real 
work, but there's something 
about being in the little rinky 
dink Valley View Casino 
Center that makes the crowd 
get really into it. I've had a 
lot of fun going with friends. 
Everyone is willing to get into 
the game and it makes for 
some great experiences." 
So while we may not have 
an NFL team here anymore, 
Gulls games are a more 
than capable replacement. 
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gulls/lnstagram 
Right wing Corey Tropp is one of the Gulls' team leaders. 
Photo courtesy of San Diego Gullsfiwitter 
Defenseman Nate Guenin skates onto the ice. 
hand, as the Gulls outscored 
the Stars in every period. 
When the final buzzer 
sounded, the scoreboard read 
6-2 in favor of the Gulls. Chris 
Wagner was the player of the 
game, who had two of the six 
goals. Andrew Welinski led 
the charge with three assists. 
Goaltender Dustin 
Tokarski had a tremendous 
game defending the Gulls' 
net, facing 27 shots and only 
allowing two go by him. The 
Gulls outplayed the Stars 
in every facet of the game. 
While their game versus 
Texas was a bit of a cakewalk, 
the next game proved to be 
quite the nail biter. Entering 
the final period, the Gulls 
and Icehogs were knotted 
up at two goals a piece. 
When the Gulls 
time the Gulls went with Kevin 
Boyle. He too delivered a 
masterful performance. Of the 
32shotsthelcehogsattempted, 
Boyle only let two into the.net. 
There was balanced 
scoring on Saturday, with 
Jaycob Megna, Brandon 
Montour and Morley 
each putting a puck in 
the net for the Gulls. 
Megna did it all for the 
Gulls on this night, tallying 
a goal and also assisting 
one of his teammates. 
The Icehogs put in a 
valiant effort but came up 
just a tad short. Kyle Baun 
and Ville Pokka both netted 
goals for the Icehogs, while 
goalie Jeff Glass stopped 28 
of the 31 shots fired at him. 
While each new game 
provides a new opponent and 
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The Gulls continue their hot streak and celebrate another victory at home. 
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Spring training is 
an interesting time for 
Major League Baseball 
teams and players. 
Veterans will show up 
to spring camp in what they 
claim is the best shape of their 
lives. Offseason adjustments 
will have younger players 
excited to get back onto the 
ball field and see if their hard 
work all winter will pay off. 
Fans will openly wonder if this 
can be the year their team 
makes a run at the pennant. 
In short, baseball's 
preseason is one filled with 
promise and expectations of 
big things to come. For fans 
of the San Diego Padres, this 
spring will be no different, 
with just one small change 
required: the hometown 
Friars are a long shot to be a 
part of the National League 
championship chase in 2017. 
Any optimism surrounding 
the team is centered on what 
the Padres are building for 
tomorrow. With a developing 
core of promising youngsters, 
backed by one of the 
strongest prospect pipelines 
in the league, the Friars have 
committed to a long-term 
approach that will be at the 
foundation of several pennant 
runs to come, even if it costs 
the team some wins this year. 
The youth movement 
begins with a collection of 
players who played a major 
role in carrying the Padres 
AAA team, the El Paso 
Chihuahuas, to a Pacific 
Coast League title in 2016. 
This talented group of 
twentysomethings appear 
primed to contribute at the 
big league level as soon as 
this year. There's hulking 
right fielder Hunter Renfroe, 
whose power will consistently 
endanger the Western Metal 
Supply Co. building down 
Petco Park's left field line, and 
whose rifle of an arm will be a 
valuable asset in the outfield. 
Renfroe is expected to 
compete with fellow rookie 
outfielder Manuel Margot for 
the National League Rookie 
of the Year award. Margot, 
acquired from the Red Sox 
in a blockbuster trade two 
winters ago, will thrive in the 
team's expansive home park 
with a brand of baseball built 
on contact at the plate, blazing 
speed on the bases, and 
impressive range in centerfield. 
Catcher Austin Hedges, 
respected as one of the best 
up-and-coming defensive 
backstops since he was a 
teenager, and versatile utility 
infielder Carlos Asuaje will 
combine with those two to form 
what will amount to a "Core 
Four." With many of the team's 
best prospects still getting 
seasoning in the minors, this 
quartetwill give the Friarfaithful 
a taste of all that is to come. 
This ignores the three 
Rule 5 players with a chance 
to stick on the big league roster 
in 2017. Acquired through the 
Rule 5 draft during December's 
Winter Meetings, which allows 
players who have logged at 
least five years of professional 
service time without being 
added to a big league roster to 
be snatched by other teams, 
the trio—catcher Luis Torrens, 
shortstop Allen Cordoba, and 
righty Miguel Diaz—will have a 
chance to learn on the job this 
season and secure their spots 
in the Padres' future plans. 
With past Rule 5 picks 
like two-time Cy Young 
winner Johan Santana, 2010 
American League MVP Josh 
Hamilton, and Hall of Famer 
Roberto Clemente managing 
to find success in the big 
leagues, the Padres hope that 
one of their picks has unearthed 
a similar diamond in the rough. 
This isn't to say that the 
Padres don't have some star 
power already. After years of 
battling injuries and rumors 
that he may be a draft bust, 
first baseman Wil Myers 
finally put things together last 
season, batting .259 with 28 
home runs, 94 runs batted 
in, and 28 stolen bases while 
showing off a stellar glove on 
defense. That performance 
garnered All-Star honors and 
earned him an $84 million 
extension this offseason, 
cementing his spot as the 
face of the franchise with the 
largest contract in team history. 
Third baseman Yangervis 
Solarte also inked an extension 
during the winter months, and 
while it pales in comparison 
to the size of Myers', the 
29-year-old Venezuelan will 
play an equally large role on 
the Padres' roster. The team 
and the community have both 
rallied around Solarte after 
his wife lost a long battle with 
cancer last fall. As a result, 
the free-swinging switch-hitter 
sets up to be the epicenter of 
the Padres' morale over the 
course of the season, while 
his easy smile and obvious 
enjoyment of the game 
should lock him in as a fan 
favorite for years to come. 
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Hunter Renfroe looks primed for a breakout in 2017. 
Friars begin future-focused spring season 
Outside of those two, 
the Padres will largely be a 
collection of lottery tickets 
signed on the cheap and 
looking to make a consistent 
name for themselves at the big 
league level. Ryan Schimpf, a 
lefty with surprising pop at the 
plate, and Cory Spangenberg, 
Jered Weaver and his low-
80s heater appear to be the 
squad's de facto ace, backed 
up by fellow winter acquisition 
Jhoulys Chacin. Behind those 
two, local product Trevor 
Cahill, what-you-see-is-what-
you-get lefties Clayton Richard 
and Christian Friedrich, 
developing youngster Luis 
Perdomo, and down-on-
their-luck youngsters Paul 
Clemens and Tyrell Jenkins 
will leave more than a little 
to be desired on the mound. 
The ragtag bunch has 
led the Friars to consider 
some adjustments to rotation 
management that may be 
interesting to follow over the 
course of the year. Second-
year manager Andy Green 
has mentioned allowing 
starters to face a line-up no 
more than once, preventing 
opposing batters from settling 
in against a familiar arm 
over the course of a game. 
A side effect of this 
possibility looks to be the 
All-Star Wil Myers will be the 
who missed most of last season 
with a leg injury, will battle for 
playing time at second base. 
Veteran Erick Aybar appears 
to be the frontrunner for the 
job at shortstop, although 
he could end up getting beat 
out by the younger and Luis 
Sardinas who is also on a 
cheaper contract. Left field 
will likely end up being split 
by two young lefty bats in 
speedster Travis Jankowski 
and slugger Alex Dickerson. 
The 2017 Padres 
appear likely to scuffle on 
a side of the game that the 
team is traditionally strong 
in: pitching. The bullpen, 
fronted by strikeout-happy 
southpaws Ryan Buchter and 
Brad Hand and hard-throwing 
righty Carter Capps—whose 
hop-skip wind-up still sits 
under the questioning eye 
of baseball legislators—will 
team with incumbent closer 
Brandon Maurer and some of 
the starting rotation's rejects to 
form a fairly formidable group. 
Whoever makes the 
cut for a spot in the starting 
rotation, however, could 
create some headaches for 
hometown fans. At this point, 
recent free agent addition 
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ace of the franchise in 2017. 
incorporation of former catcher 
Christian Bethancourt into a 
hybrid role usually not seen 
past Little League. Bethancourt 
spent the winter pitching in 
Panama and could serve as 
a back-up catcher, utility bat, 
and bullpen option for Green, 
providing a Swiss Army knife 
of lineup options for the 
Padres that wjll increase roster 
depth on both sides of the ball. 
No matter what the Padres 
try, the sentiment remains the 
same: they will be bad this 
year. A handful of individual 
players could put together 
productive 2017 campaigns, 
but the team as a whole will 
likely struggle to stay out of the 
National League basement. 
The weird thing, however, 
is that it's okay. General 
manager A.J. Preller likely 
knows that his team will 
struggle this season. The 
focus of Preller, Green, and 
the rest of the organization 
is firmly set on the future. 
With a developing core of 
promising youngsters having 
just reached the big league 
level, and several more primed 
to arrive over the next few 
seasons, that future appears 
brighter than it has in years. 
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The Padres gather for a workout at their Spring Training complex in Peoria, Arizona. 
